In reply to Dr. Gururajan's comments on our manuscript (Elbatsh et al. 2012 ) about the anxiogenic-like effects of chronic cannabidiol administration in rats, we accept that the use of a wider ranging dose/response design would have been desirable. We emphasised the need for additional longterm multi-dose studies of the drug in models of affective disease in the discussion which present constraints of finance and time have not allowed. Moreover, given that cannabidiol (CBD) is being reported almost as a panacea, we consider it of value to show, even if only at a single dose, that CBD can provoke potentially deleterious behavioural responses.
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Secondly, in terms of the behavioural changes in the context of anxiety, not only total distance travelled was reported in the activity boxes, but also rearing and grooming as possible markers of anxiety-related behaviour. Locomotor activity in a neutral environment was measured to detect any hypoactivity associated with CBD treatment that could have interfered with the interpretation of behavioural changes in the conditioned emotional response (CER).
We used the CER test which had previously been used to show anxiolytic effects of acute CBD (Bitencourt et al. 2008; Resstel et al. 2006 ), but we agree that the elevated plus maze could also be an appropriate test, given that it would be useful to find converging effects in a number of anxiety test procedures.
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